
                                                               Palleys Crag 

Unknown Stones 

Palleys Crag 
 

Climbs - 35 

Altitude 338m 

Faces  South, West and East 

 

Other condition info:  

A small area consisting of one 

large block and several smaller 

ones. Not a major venue but will 

provide a day’s fun for those that 

don't mind sit-down-starts. No 

doubt Tony Barley, John Pearson 

and Francis Holland did 

everything years ago, as it seems did John Rushby. Further developed/recorded by 

Paul Clarke, Dave Musgrove, Nigel Baker , Bob Larkin and Ken Suggett during 

early 2015. 

 

Parking and approach info:  

Close to the Blubberhouses to Pateley Road north of the Stone House Inn 

Crossroads. Easy access is via a sign-posted footpath through the farmyard. 

Unfortunately parking is difficult for this route. An alternative is from some 500m 

along Braithwaite Lane, again at a sign-posted footpath. This leads past Deerings 

Heights to the moor but access from here depends on where the heather has been 

burn as footpaths are hard to find. This approach works well if you want to sample 

the full circuit including the Far Boulder.   

 

 
Boulders to the right of Scoopy Boulder 
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Jushby Boulder 
The westernmost boulder looking 

down on the farm. The west face 

has an obvious wide crack 

 

1/ Slappers in 

Slippers F6a+ * 

The arête just left of 

the crack from 

standing. 

 

2/ Man of Heel F6c+ 

* 

The SDS start to the 

previous problem, 

emerging from the 

darkness at the base of the crack 

 

3/ Cracking Hell HVS 4c 

Fight/grovel/ curse your way up 

the crack. Not really one for 

boulderers or those of large girth. 

 

4/ Healhooker's Arête 6b * 

The right arête of the crack is 

excellent although slightly 

artificial (avoid the left wall of 

the crack).  

 

 

 

 

5/ Heal the Need F5+ * 

Past the left side of the horizontal 

slot 

6/ Ron Jushby's 

Slap 4+ * 

The centre of 

the wall from 

an undercut 

with no 

slapping 

involved 

whatsoever. 

 

7/ Ron Jushby's 

Arête 5+ * 

The right arête, 

climbed on the 

left.  

 

 

 

Around the corner is an obvious 

flake 

 

8/ Ron Jushby's Flake 4 

The short flake right of the arête.  

 

9/ Age of UltRon F5 

Up to and past the left end of the 

wide break 

 

10/ Barley Brushing F5 * 

Towards the right end of the 

break using an undercut in it. 
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At the back of the block and to 

the right of the inscription is: 

 

11/ Norwand F5+ * (if clean) 

The green rib is a “classic” 

 

A short way above is a block 

sitting on top of another 

 

Isolate Block 

 
 

Isolate F6a ** 

SDS. A very good little problem 

from under and up the arête. 

Keep off the blocks on the 

ground. 

 

Around to the right is: 

 

Scoopy Block 

 

1/ The Force Away-Kens F4+  

Left side of left wall. 

 

2/ Perils of Palley F5+* 

Between and using the two 

cracks. SDS & no cracks is 

Perilous F6c ** 

3/ Bob Strikes Back F4+ * 

SDS and past the curving feature 

 

 
 

4/ The Davevinci Code F5+ * 

SDS and follow the flakes on the 

arête. 

 

5/ Easy - But Good F2 * 

The crack to the right 

 

 
 

 

6/ Scoopy F2 

 

7/ Edgy F5+ * 

SDS. The arête on its left side. 

 

8/ Flaky F2 

SDS – Guess what? 
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Tip Top Boulder 
This nice boulder sits of the top of 

the slope above Western Boulder. 

It is severely undercut on its east 

side and sports many pockets. 

 

All problems have logical Sit-

Down Starts 

 

1/ Ninety Nine F2 * 

The Flake. 

 

2/ Cracking Up F3+* 

Up to and past the crack 

 

3/ Pocket Wall F4+ * 

Wall on Right past pockets. 

 

 

4/ Left Alliance F6a ** 

Exquisite little edge to left of 

crack. 

 

 

 

5/ More Jam than Hartleys F5+ ** 

It is possible to use outside of the 

crack but that would be plain 

rude! Jammy Dodger F4 from 

standing. 

 

6/ Right to Vote F6a+ ** 

Right edge of the crack and no 

holds inside it! 

 

7/ Sling Shot F5+ * 

Wall from shallow slot 

 

8/ Scoop of the Day F4 * 

The scoop.   
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9/ Couldn’t Prosecute Satan F5+ * 

From slot pull up to the left 

 

10/ Fly by Night F6b+ * 

Slot then up and right to latch the 

top and rock up. 

 

11/ Undercutting the 

Competition  F6a+ * 

From undercut in crack around to 

the right, take the lip and grovel 

over the left side of the nose. 

 

12 Palley Rider F6c *** 

Travers below the top of the 

block from Ninety Nine until one 

reaches the slot of Fly by Night. 

Follow this to gain the block top 

and traverse it around to the right 

side of the arête. A short version 

finishing up Left Alliance is Short 

Ride F5+ * 

 

From here a heather topped 

boulder will be seen atop the hill 

to the east. Walking in this 

general direction for 300m the 

Far Boulder will be reached 

 

 

 

Far Boulder 

Worth the extra effort to sample 

the bullet hard grit and fine 

traverse. 

 

1/ Formidable F6a * 

SDS at mega jug in 

the undercut cave. 

Reach out for the 

break and top-out to 

the left 

 

2/ Allez Palley F6b+ 

*** 

Traverse the lip from 

right to left, hauling 

over just near but not 

using the obvious 

block. 

 

 

 


