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Unknown Stones 

Farncarl Crag 
 
General Information 

 OS Ref. SE064626 

GPS(parking) 54.059716,-1.903475 

Altitude 320m 

Aspect South West 

Conditions 

A mini edge, a boulder 

in a wall and another 

decent block. 

Plod time 15  mins. 

Landings 

Mixed – the boulders 

have good ones; the 

routes are mixed. 

Problems 11     (4-6a+) 

Routes 3      (M-VS) 

 

 

 

 

High in Whafedale on the contested border land between the limestone and the grit.  

A bit of an oddity – not on access land, close to Troller’s Gill and in sight of Simon’s 

Seat.  This must have been climbed on before but nothing has been recorded. 

 

Other condition info:  Not on Access land but close to various footpaths.   

 

Parking and approach:  There are various parking spots on the Pateley Bridge to 

Grassington road but be careful, this is a fast road.  Use obvious gaps in the walls 

above the crag to access it.  It could also be reached by following the wall in from 

the path or the road to either side. 
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The Main Edge 

 

 
      1       2      4+5 

 

You’d expect routes or at least 

majestic highballs.  The routes 

don’t really deliver but the 

boulder problems surrounding 

them are good. 

 

1/ Farncarl VS 5a 

Follow the scoop to the headwall.  

Reach out for good holds and 

bowl over.  Finish easily above.  

Not a boulder problem as the 

landing isn’t great. 

 

2/ Owl Rock VS 5b (5) 

Sit down using the big flake.  Pull 

onto the face via the twin pockets.  

Muscle up to another easy but 

high finish. 

 

3/Farncarl Gully M 

The easy gully can be accessed 

from any number of starts.  Not 

on the topo (right of the biggest 

bit). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The block in the wall under the 

big overhang gives some superb 

problems: 

 

4/ Jarl Karl 4+ * 

Sit start. The arête. 

 

 

5/ Jarl Karl Knarl 6a 

Same again, but no arête. 

 

The dry stone wall interdicts a 

beautiful barrel wall but just over 

it is: 

 

 
             6                 7           8 

6/ Borderlands 4 

The bulging wall on perfect grey 

rock. 

 

7/ Wingspan 6a+ 

Sit start.  Span the two arêtes, 

work up and throw for the top. 

 

8/ Stoops 6a+ 

Sit start.  The right arête alone. 
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Wall Boulder 

 

 
     1    2   3+4          5         6 
 

The boulder in the wall is an 

interesting feature – set in the 

wall and as rough as hell. The 

Wall Boulder allows you to 

carefully step over without 

knocking stones from the wall. 

 

1/ Left Arête 4+ 

The arête and the rough rail. 

 

2/ Centre 6a+ 

Ridiculously sharp.  Take the 

pain. 

 

3/ Right Eliminate 6a 

Sit start.  The right arête without 

the jams. 

 

4/ Wall Jam 4 * 

Sit and jam.  Ace. 

 

5/ Mini Grind 5 

Sit under the tiny roof and 

mantle / grind over. 

 

6/ Wall Traverse 5+ 

Sit start on the right and traverse 

to the top of the Wall Boulder.  

The main difficulty is keeping 

your feet off the deck. 

 

Tent Boulder 
Just below the Wall Boulder.  

There are various possibilities 

here.  The main challenge is: 

 

1/ Back Trav 5 * 

Sit start.  Traverse the back of the 

block L-R without using the top 

until the arête.  Class. 
 

 

 
       1 

 
There is more potential here, 

both on the main crag and in the 

jumbles of blocks around. 

 

 

 

History: 

John Hunt made a hand drawn 

topo in the early 2000s but has 

mislaid it – many of the climbs 

described here were covered.   

 

In June 2015, chalk was found on 

a pocket on the Tent Boulder so 

someone else has also climbed 

here. 

 

 


