
                                                                Cow Close Crag 

 

Unknown Stones 

Cow Close Crag 
 

Climbs - 30 

Altitude 340m  

Faces  South West 

 

Other condition info:  
A collection of blocks easily 
linked to Yeadon Crags with a 
collection of nice problems and 
some major potential. Moorland 
grit so bring a brush. 

 

Parking and 

approach info:  
In Pateley Bridge, 

take King Street (the 

first left after the 

bridge if coming 

from Greenhow Hill) 

and follow it as it 

narrows past the 

church. Continue 

towards the village 

of Wath. Where the 

road forks (red 

letterbox at the fork) go right and climb steeply up to a T junction. Turn right and after 

500m park at a gate (don’t block it!) opposite a quarry that sits below the level of the road.  

Walk through the gate and head along a track, forking right after a short while. Continue 
on this, past a trig point on the left. Shortly after this, follow the wall as it turns away from 
the track. Before reaching the crossroads of two walls, pass through Yorkshire’s Best Kept 
Grouse Butt 2015 and continue north to the crossroads. Cross the wall carefully and follow 
the wall downhill until level with the crag before cutting across to the Prune Buttress at 

Yeadon  Crag. From here follow the moor edge northwards. NOTE – Please keep low 
near the wall during the nesting season to avoid disturbance. 
 

Access: The crag and approach is all open access. However the farmer and gamekeeper 

have expressed concerns about ground nesting birds. Please follow the description above 

to the letter to minimize the risk of disturbing a grouse nest. Absolutely no dogs allowed  
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Unknown Stones 

Cow Close is a collection of blocks 
separated by heathery hillside.  
 
The starting point is at the leftmost 
blocks. These are a collection of three 
boulders, one above the other with the 
bottom one being the rather large Hell’s 
Mantle (pictured above). The top one of 
the three is the Shoulder Boulder –a long 
low wall that becomes slabby at its right 

side. Several lines are possible with a few described below. 
The rock is moorland grit and tends to be scrittly until it is cleaned. 
Developed over a period of months by several people. 

 
Hell’s Mantle 
A visit by a strong team of Ned 
Feehally, Dan Varian, Dave Sutcliffe 
and Will Buck. A very productive day 
was had and the following topo is 
the work of Will. It is suspected that 
further problems may follow. 
 

Further problems, to the right, are 
described in the script below. 
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Shoulder Boulder 
1 Rainbow Round My Shoulders 

F6b+ * 

Finger traverse the breaks (no 

using the top) from L to R exiting 

on the banded slabs. 

 

2 Shoulder Ring F3 

The blunt rib 

 

3 Rubbing Shoulders F4+ 

Pass obvious undercut hole to 

breaks and a pinchy finish. 

 

4 Cold Shoulder F4+ 

Also pinchy wall just right 

 

The slabs to the right provide 

some options. 

 

 

Passage Block 
Just below. 

 

 
 

1 Mr Jelly F6b 

SDS. The punchy/tricky L side of 

the overhanging arête, moving L to 

finish. Low in the grade. 

 

2 The Dark F5. 

LHS of the overhanging wall just 

right of arête 

 

3 In F5 

Centre of overhung wall. 

4 Awake F4 

RHS. 

 

 

Hell’s Mantle 

 
 

1 Sleep Is For the Week F6c ** 

SDS at low flake/corner. Follow 

break/ramp round the corner and 

join Pete’s Wall. 6c using fist jams, 

harder and subtle without! 

 

2 Hell-ish F6a+ * 

To the left of Pete’s Wall. Jam the 

break and make a long reach for 

the sloping top. 

 

3 Pete’s Wall F5+ * 

Climb the side wall using breaks 

and a pocket. 

 

4 Sleeping F5. * 

SDS. Overhanging L edge of 

scoop. 

 

 
5 With F6b+ * 
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SDS at thin flake. Centre of scoop 

to scrittly finish on breaks, 

 

6 Your Mouth Open F6a * 

SDS. Right arête on its LH side. 

 

 

Scrittle Wall and Pinnacle 
The rounded wall behind a round 

pinnacle. 

 

 
 

1 Scrittle Wall F5 

Wall left of groove feature 

 

2 Pinnacle Wall F3+ 

Back wall of the pinnacle 

 

 

Two Tors 
The obvious right angle and block 

 

1 Sheep’s Head F5 

LH arête of the back wall 

 

2 Sheep at Any Price F5 * 

Centre of the wall 

 

3 Sheep Going F6a * 

Right side of the wall past a finger 

pocket. 

 

To the right is an iron shaped low 

block 

 

 
 

Iron Man F5+  

SDS Gain the top then round 

leftwards. The direct belly flop is a 

challenge many could resist. 

 

Pit Slab 

Next come a nice slab (in a grassy 

pit) facing uphill. 

 

 
 

1 Leonard Cappuccino  F4 

L side. 

 

2 Bradley Pit F5 * 

R side past small pocket 

 

 

 

  

1 
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Low Wall 
A low wall is next. There is a crack 

feature on the right. 

 

1 How Low Can You Go? F6a * 

SDS using the rail L of the crack. 

A stiff pull gains better holds. 

 

2 Crackin Down F5+ 

SDS then up the crack 

 

3 Right, Come On Then! F5 

SDS R of crack. 

 

 

Crink wall 
A broken/ banded low wall to the 

right. All Problems SDS. 

 

 

 

1 Crink F4+  

 

2 Crank F4+ 

 

3 Clunk F4+ 

 

4 Crack F2 

 

5 Creak F4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
John Hunt Crankin’ 
 

 

Over by the vague valley 

between here and Yeadon 

Crag is a big block with a 

very impressive roof facing 

uphill. Unfortunately this is often 

wet but........... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


