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Unknown Stones 

Ilkley High Crag 
Climbs - 20 

Altitude 340m 
Faces  Mostly North 

 

Other condition info:  

A group of blocks set high on 
Ilkley Moor and above the 
Swastika Stones. The grit is 
very good (but bring a 
brush) and the crag is well 
worth at least one visit. 
Grade spread  from easy to 
Font 7a/b. 
 
Parking and approach 

info:  
A couple of approaches are possible – around 25 min. See Map below. 
 

Steep but shortest – park as for Swastika Stones at the end of Heber’s Ghyll Drive 

which branches off Grove Road. Go up through the wood. On leaving the wood, turn 
left and take the path leading up to above the Swastika Stone. Continue on the moor 

edge path and then follow a path up besides close, parallel walls. At their top take the 

traversing wall to below the crag then go up to it. If the bracken is up it is better to go 

a bit further then back left on a rising path. 
 

A bit longer but flatter – from parking on Keighley Road follow one of many paths 

leading across/up to above or below Black Beck Hole where the path leads on to the 

top of the crag. Other parking around Panorama Rocks is also possible. 
 

 
 

Note – for an extended visit the Neb Stone and Piper’s Crag are close by and, of 
course, the Swastika Stones provides a significant venue. 
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Problems  
All problems first recorded by Richard Seabrook with additions by Rob Fenton and 
John Hunt. 

 

Descriptions are from L – R starting amongst small blocks top left. 
 

El Cid Block 
The undercut square block. 

 
1/ El Cid 6a 

SDS the square arête. 

 
2/ El Cid Right-Hand 4+ 

A number of ways climb the wall on 

the right of the arête. Choose any 
one.... 

 

 

High Block 
The obvious main block to the right 
and on the edge of the moor. There 

are some blocky landings on the right side that benefit from a couple of mats. 

1/ Storm 3000 5+ 
From the corner go up the edges. 

 

2/ Phat Planet 6a * 
SDS at large pocket and crimp your 

way up leftwards. Good. Purists will 

eliminate the chip at 6b+. 
 

3/ Africa Shox 6b * 

SDS LH same pocket, RH side-pull. 
Follow the thin right-hand crack. 

 

 
4/ Afro Left 6a+** 

The left side of the arête 

is good. 
 

5/ Dusted 5+ * 
Right side of the arête. 

Harder than it looks 

from below. 
 

6/ Done/Crimp 5 * 

The wall to right. 
 

7/ Chant of a Poor 

Man 4 * 
The featured rib. 

 

8/ Ali’s Arête 3 * Right 

arête. SDS is 4 . There are other problems here.   
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Rob’s Traverse Block 
Just below is a block with a triangular 

lower face. 

 
Rob’s Traverse 6a * 

SDS. Ascend leftwards with aplomb. 

 
 

Lower Block 
A fine block though occasionally needs a 

bit of a dust-off. 
 

Space Shanty 6b * 

SDS. Slopers to the boss. 

2/ Rhythm and 

Stealth 7a+ ** 

SDS on the break and 
wrestle up the wall by 

undercutting the break 

to the left. Originally 
climbed more direct 

using the vile sloper at 

7B+. 
 

2a/ R&S Stand 6a* 

From top break. 
 

3/ R&S Right 7a+ * 

Going up rightwards 
using jam/undercut 

and sloper  

 
4/ Leftism 6b+ *** 

SDS on undercut flake. Climb gem-like left side of the arête. Good, tough, but 

condition dependant. 
 

5/A Change of Alliance 

6a+ * 
Start as for Leftism but 

move around the arête and 

follow the break right, 
dropping down halfway to 

finish just left of End 

Arête. 
 

Other shorter traverses 

have been recorded starting 
at Rightism. 
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6/ Rightism 4 * 

Right sided of the arête. 
 

7/ Tainted Wall 4 * 

Just right again.  

8/ Double Flash 5+ * 

Thin wall. Quite steep/ 
 

9/ Open Up 6a * 

SDS low break and climb over right end of the bulge using slopey crimps. 
 

10/ End Arête 3 * 

SDS. The right arête. 
 

 

 


