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St Ives: Amphitheatre Buttress 
 
An addition to the St Ives circuit. Easily accessible, south facing, good rock: what more could you 
ask for? The crag is a good height and is predominantly made of excellent rock, though it can be 
scrittly if not well trafficked. 
 
Parking and approach info: Head to St Ives estate near Bingley and park at the children’s play 
area (53.84687858396714, -1.858242725534069). On the opposite side of the road is a grassed 
area with some wooden mushroom sculptures. Walk past these and follow a path down to the 
right to join a broad, well-travelled path. Follow this for a minute until a large building appears on 
the right. Opposite this is a small gap in the low wall. Climb down here and the rocks are obvious 
on the right. 

 
Logistics: The base of the crag is a dried-up ornamental pond from ages past (The Upper Pond; 
constructed as part of a larger set of water features in the 1820s; at one time a waterfall 
cascaded down the rock face). Landings are relatively flat but can be a bit rocky so two pads are 
recommended as a minimum. During cleaning (Feb 2021), brambles were pulled back from the 
crag top and a strip of mud was dug off the top to make it possible to top out. Mud was brushed 
from the scooped face of the crag on abseil, leaving clean rock underneath. If you’re visiting in 
years to come and the climbs are not seeing regular traffic, consider bringing a pair of secateurs, 
a rope, and brush to get the best out of your visit. All lines can be abseiled from a tree belay. 
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1\   Stool Pigeon Font 6B 
The wall and arete, stepping off the 
footstool to reach the small pocket. 
Will Hunt  21.2.2021 
 
2\   Ringleader Font 6B ** 
A horror to behold, but the crack climbs 
well and is oddly compelling. Easy peasy for 
crack fans. 
Will Hunt  14.2.2021 
 
The wall between the crack and arete 
needs doing. 
 
3\   Stone Love Font 6A ** 
The pocketed arête on its left-hand side 
has a lovely technical move to get stood 
up. 
Will Hunt  14.2.2021 
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Will Hunt on Stone Love 
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4\   High Dive Font 6A+ * 
Start as for Stone Love; pull onto the slab. 
Huw Goodall & Will Hunt  25.2.2021 
 
5\   Warm Front Font 6A+ * 
Start on a good flatty. Work right, then 
back left to stand on the slab. 
Will Hunt  14.2.2021 
 
6\   Ferrand’s Rib Font 6A * 
Climb the rib, rocking onto the slab to 
finish. 
Will Hunt  14.2.2021 
 
7\   Absent Friends Font 5 * 
SDS just right of the step and pull steeply 
to the top. 
Will Hunt & Huw Goodall  25.2.2021 
 
8\   Moonlight Font 6B+ ** 
SDS with right hand in the pinchy undercut 
and crimp to victory. 
Huw Goodall & Will Hunt  25.2.2021 
 
9\   Upper Pond Stretch Font 6B+ 
SDS with left hand in the pinchy undercut. 
Pull on, shuffle feet, and streeeetch! 
Will Hunt  25.2.2021 

 
 

Will Hunt using bad beta on Warm Front 
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